283.   STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

July 30, 1925

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad informs me that the news-
paper reports of my speech,1 before the European Association,
the other day, has given rise to a great deal of controversy
among the Mussalman friends and even some resentment,
because some Mussalman friends read into my speech the
view that I could not find an able and honourable Mussalman
who could occupy the Mayoral chair, and that the Maulana
Sahib also had given me a similar opinion, I have now read
the report of my speech from which these deductions have been
made. Though it is not a verbatim report, even as it stands,
I do not consider that it warrants the deductions that have been
drawn from it.

What I said was that, instead of leaving it to those friends
who had come to me to judge as to the ability and honesty of
any Mohammedan name that might be suggested, if I had known
such a one myself, I should have unconditionally recommended his
name for adoption.                          "*                              *

The Maulana certainly never conveyed to me directly or in-*
directly, that his recommendation of Mr. J. M. Sen Gupta's
name was based upon the fact that there was no honest and able
Mussalman in the Corporation or outside on whom the distinc-
tion could be conferred, but simply suggested a political motive for
his recommendation, namely giviag as much adventitious aid as
possible to the Swaraj Party in the absence of its illustrious Chief.
Whatever the interpretation that my speech, as reported, may be
capable of, the public will accept my assurance that nothing was
more remote from my mind, or that of MaulSna Sahib th^a to
think that there was no honest and able Mussalman who could be
recommended for the honour. In fact, for me, it would be ludi-
crous presumption, when I did not sufficiently know any Mussalman
in Calcutta except the Maulana, to say that there was no honest
and able Mussalman who could occupy the chair. Indeed, if
the Maulana Sahib's suggestion had not come to me or, having
come, had not appealed to me, I would have continued to prose-
cute Mr. Suhrawardy's claim as I had come to know something of

1 Vide "Speech at European Association Meeting", 24-7-1925.